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was to be similarly informed of the offences and
their gravity, and to them also no reference to a
prior engagement that might serve to lighten the
accusations or their own responsibility was to be
made.
Katharine  Howard's  fate   if  the  matter  had
ended here would probably have been divorce on
the ground of her previous immorality " tainting
the royal blood/'  and lifelong seclusion;   but in
their confessions the men and women involved had
mentioned other names; and on the 13th Novem-
ber, the day before Katharine was to be taken to
Sion, the scope of the inquiry widened.    Mannock
in his first examination on the 5th November had
said that Mistress Katharine Tylney, the Queen's
chamberwoman,   a   relative   of   the   old  Duchess,
could speak as to Katharine's early immoral life ;
and when this lady found herself in the hands of
Wriothesley she told some startling tales.    " Did
the Queen leave her chamber any night at Lincoln
or elsewhere during her. recent progress with the
King ?"    " Yes,  her  Majesty had  gone  on  two
occasions to Lady Rochford's1 room, which could
be reached by a little pair of back stairs near the
Queen's apartment."   Mrs. Tylney and the Queen's
other attendant, Margery Morton, had attempted
to accompany their mistress, but had been sent
back.    Mrs, Tylney had obeyed, and had gone to
bed;   but Margery had crept back up the stairs
again to Lady Rochford's room.   About two o'clock
in the morning Margery came to bed in the same
1 Lady Rochford, who seems to have been a most abandoned woman,
was the widow of Anne Boleyn's brother, who had been beheaded at the
time of his sister's fall,